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An agreement that led to the Taliban's 
seizure of power 

Without any significant resistance, the Taliban 
also occupied the capital Kabul. This occupation 
is the beginning of a new catastrophe for the op-
pressed Afghan people. For the part of the Af-
ghan population that experienced the brutality 
and medieval barbarism of the Islamist Taliban 
years ago, their resurgence in power is terrify-
ing.  

 People keep asking why it could all happen so 
quickly and without resistance from the 300,000-
strong Afghan army.  

The answer is quite simple: it was agreed that 
there should be no resistance. It was decided in 
advance that the war was over and that the Tali-
ban would take over. The Afghan government, 
as well as the military, had already been in-
formed.  

 The Taliban were seen as an alternative for the 
takeover of political power by U.S. imperi-

Torture in Iranian prisons 

Recently, a hacker group, "edalat Ali (Ali's Jus-

tice)," published 16 leaked videos from Tehran's 

Evin Prison. These videos show beatings, delib-

erate neglect of people in need of medical care, 

mistreatment, sexual harassment of prisoners, 

among others. The atrocities depicted in the 

published videos are only the tip of the iceberg 

of crimes that occur every day in all Iranian pris-

ons. 

These videos were disseminated worldwide by 

numerous television channels and news agen-

cies. They once again showed the true face of 

the Islamic Republic's criminal regime. For 42 

years now, there have been numerous reports 

and documentations about torture in Iranian 

prisons, confirmed and published by Amnesty 

International, among others.  

The impact of this publication was so enormous 

that 24 hours later, the head of the Iranian 
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alism and its ally after U.S. expansion plans for 
the Middle East failed due to increased casual-
ties and rising costs. Therefore, the U.S. govern-
ment decided to withdraw its troops from Af-
ghanistan. One of the reasons for this decision 
was the political assessment that the Taliban 
have influence and base among the Pashtun 
population, who make up almost half of the Af-
ghan population. Nor can their methods of wag-
ing war be easily countered.  

 The Taliban once rose to power through finan-
cial and logistical support from U.S. imperialism 
and regional reactionary governments such as 
Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, and the United Arab 
Emirates. It proclaimed the Islamic Emirate of 
Afghanistan and was later overthrown by U.S. 
military forces in 2001. 

 The U.S. government's renewed turn toward the 
Taliban began during Barack Obama's tenure. 
Indirect negotiations took place. In 2013, the 
U.S. established a representative political office 
for the Taliban in Qatar. Since then, Taliban po-
litical activities have increased, and they re-
ceived political, financial, and military support 
from other states. Informal negotiations between 
the United States and the Taliban continued 
through 2018. 

In October 2018, as the U.S. State Department's 
special envoy for Afghanistan, Khalilzad began 
formal so-called peace talks with Taliban repre-
sentatives. After 11 rounds of negotiations and 
secret agreements, a meeting with 30 govern-
ment delegations, including the U.S. secretary of 
state and Germany's special representative to 
the European Union, was held in Doha on Feb. 
29, 2020. Here an agreement was signed 

between the USA and the Taliban as represent-
atives of the "Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan". 
The still official government played no role in 
this and was not invited to the negotiations. Alt-
hough the impression of inter-Afghan negotia-
tions was given, the handover of power to the 
Taliban had already been officially decided.  

 The agreement provided, among other things, 
that prisons in Afghanistan would release some 
5,000 Taliban prisoners. 

It was agreed that "the United States, its allies, 
and the Coalition will complete the withdrawal of 
all remaining forces from Afghanistan within the 
remaining nine and a half months." 

It was agreed that "the United States, its allies, 
and the Coalition will withdraw all their forces 
from the remaining bases." 

 No force will be used against Afghanistan's ter-
ritorial integrity or political independence, and 
there will be no interference in the country's in-
ternal affairs. Sanctions against Taliban mem-
bers were also lifted.  

An agreement that led to... 
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 For its part, the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan 
assured that it will not allow any of its members, 
other individuals or groups, including Al-Qaeda, 
to use Afghan territory to threaten the security of 
the United States and its allies. There will also 
be no cooperation with these individuals or 
groups.  

 The Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan will not is-
sue visas, passports, travel permits, or other le-
gal documents to individuals who enter Afghani-
stan and threaten the security of the United 
States and its allies.  

 It is clear from these provisions of the agree-
ment that the conflict is over, and Afghanistan's 
surrender from the Islamist Taliban has been 
confirmed.  

 The surrender agreement was also welcomed 
and endorsed by Afghan government officials 
and other official figures and hailed as the begin-
ning of a process to end the 40-year war. 

Thus, it is clear why the Afghan army did not 

resist the Taliban attacks. It was clear to all that 
the U.S. government had agreed to the Taliban 
takeover under the Doha Accord. The Afghan 
military no longer saw any reason or incentive to 
resist and fight. 

The question now is whether the Taliban can 
smoothly establish its Islamic emirate? Undoubt-
edly, the Taliban has not changed in the least, 
even if a different impression is being worked 
on. Over the past twenty years, changes have 
taken place in Afghanistan that seriously hinder 
Taliban goals. 

 A different consciousness exists in Afghan soci-
ety. Afghan youth have adopted a different life-
style over the past twenty years and are more 
connected to the outside world, including new 
means of communication. They will not readily 
submit to the ideas and goals of the reactionary 
Islamists.  

 Women, in particular, are resisting to preserve 
their gains. Today, the Taliban are opposed by 
millions of people who resist oppression and the 
medieval notions of the Taliban. 

An agreement that led to... 
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boarding, sexual violence, hanging, forced ad-

ministration of chemical substances and deliber-

ate deprivation of medical care" are among the 

documented torture methods in Iranian prisons.  

The Islamic Republic's reactionary regime has 

now ruled Iran for over four decades.  

Torture, executions, physical and psychological 

abuse, sexualized violence have been on the 

agenda of this criminal regime from the first day 

it came to power.  

Although the published video footage shows on-

ly the "tip of the iceberg of the torture epidemic" 

in Iranian prisons, it coincides with the anniver-

sary of the massacre of political prisoners in the 

summer of 1988. Currently, the trial of Hamid 

Nouri, one of the actors of the torture and 

slaughter of the political prisoners, is also taking 

place in Stockholm.  

All of this has demonstrated the bankruptcy of 
the Islamic Republic worldwide. 

Moreover, the Taliban are unwilling to share po-
litical power with other rival groups. The very 
name Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan is incom-
patible with other groups sharing power, despite 
their influence in Afghanistan. 

 The Taliban will still tolerate these political rivals 
in the short term to strengthen its position at 
home and gain international approval and sup-
port. 

 There is much to suggest a new round of civil 
war in Afghanistan. The Taliban's seizure of 
power represents a new crises in Afghan society 
that will soon become apparent.  

An agreement that led to... 
Torture in Iranian prisons 

The Islamic Republic must be overthrown with a 
general political strike and an armed uprising! 
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prison authority first had to confirm the films. He then apologized to 

Khamenei, the judiciary, the parliament... but not to the victims of 

these atrocities, namely the prisoners. He described the abuses 

shown as isolated cases and the work of a few.  

Amnesty's Regional Director for the Middle East and North Africa, 

Heba Morayef, said in a statement, "Torture and abuses are too 

systematic in Iranian prisons to be portrayed as the work of a few. 

Short apologies and promises to hold those responsible accounta-

ble are not enough to end Iran's systemic impunity." 

In the inhuman ideology and ideas of the Islamic Republic, there 

are no human rights at all for political prisoners, who are referred 

to as "security prisoners." The Islamic Republic's judiciary takes it 

for granted to torture political prisoners them. 

Regardless of the hacker group's goals, the publication of this ma-

terial was to the great detriment of the Islamic Republic's regime. 

The images shown were not even from the political prisoners' 

wards in Evin Prison. When prisoners are treated like this for differ-

ent offenses, the question arises: how in closed interrogation 

rooms, secret torture centers, and the security cells of the Revolu-

tionary Guards...the political prisoners are physically and psycho-

logically abused.  

Many political prisoners who have survived these medieval dun-

geons have documented and published their experiences.  

An Amnesty International statement dated Aug. 25, 2021, 

said:" Floggings, electric shocks, mock executions, water-

The Organisation of Fa-

daian (aghaliyat) is a com-

munist organisation that 

fights for overthrowing of 

capitalist order and estab-

lishing of a communist so-

ciety.  

Our Organisation fights for 

establishing a society with-

out classes where every 

sort of exploitation, op-

pression, discrimination, 

social inequality and sup-

pression are abolished. All 

the society's free and 

equal members live in 

happiness, welfare and 

their abilities are thrived. 

The immediate goal of the 

our Organisation is over-

throwing the Islamic Re-

public of Iran and estab-

lishing the Soviet State of 

Workers and Toilers. Sovi-

et State, which is the man-

ifestation of the most con-

sequent and complete 

form of democracy, will 

establish the broadest and 

most complete form of po-

litical freedoms, and with 

fulfillment the democratic, 

social and welfare de-

mands the socialistic 

changes will begin. 

Long live Socialism! 

Torture in Iranian prisons 
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